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Synopsis

While the war for the Four Kingdoms drags on, a new threat emerges from across the sea...To the
north, Annise GAfA=ric seeks to rescue Lady Zelda and retake Castle Hill from the sellswords
known as the Brotherhood. In the back of her mind is a growing fear, something she can&apos;t
quite explain. Meanwhile, Lisbeth Lorne tries to regain control of the ancient army of Sleeping
Knights before they become the horde of death her soulmark has shown to her in visions.In the
west, Rhea Loren find herself at a crossroads. Continue down the path of destruction or seek
another way, another life. But when the truth she&apos;s buried from her own people comes to light,
she loses the control she so desperately clings to.In the east, newly crowned King Gareth Ironclad
must decide whether to pursue peace or follow in his father&apos;s and brother&apos;s footsteps.
After all, he now has a dragon...In Calyp, Raven Sandes is forced to fight in the pits of Zune. She
wants nothing more than to give up, to die, until she discovers her sister, Whisper, is a prisoner too.
What she doesn&apos;t know is that Gwendolyn Storm is closing in on her, seeking her own
vengeance for the latest attack on Ferria.Roan Loren, on the other hand, continues to seek
knowledge, clinging to the Western Oracle&apos;s prophecy of peace. His journey takes him
southward, to Teragon, where a truth has been hidden for more than a decade.Grey Arris, with his
new pirate allies, sails for the southern continent, but he doesn&apos;t know what monsters lurk
beneath the waters of the Burning Sea.In the southern empire of Phanes, Jai Jiroux and the Black
Tears fight to maintain order as the newly released slaves cry for the blood of their previous
masters. At the same time, he must control the slave army to defend against the Phanecians
warriors to the north, who have a new leader: Bane. The kingslayer still wants peace, but he&apos;s

finally realized that he might have to destroy everything to achieve it.
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Customer Reviews

| love David’'s work. | never expected to get so hooked on this series (or any of his series, and I've
read all but the Salem series) but the rich storylines and characters always leave me wanting more.
What you DON'T know about this penultimate book is that it comes with three "short" stories at the
end, similar to his book of short stories which give you important detailed background relevant to the
story. While not a fan of short stories, all of his are good and many are 30-60+ min reads. Was
delighted by this bonus at the end!To be judicious, there were times at the start of this book that
we’re harder to get into and the story was spread out between all the characters enough to make it
feel like | wasn’t getting STORY but more of a set-up. This dissipates to some very good action
which, yes, requires the previous set up. So, if you find yourself a bit distracted just keep going and
it will all work out.All in all a very good read! Though | think the final short story about The Maimed

Prince was by far my favorite part...

Hands down, best of The Fatemarked Epic series so far!! Estes has surpassed himself with his mad
talent of giving us characters we care deeply about. And the world he’s created is so complex with
so many different storylines, although they all seem to crash together at some point.... Just
magnificent! He kind of blows my socks off!/Annise and Tarin head north to rescue Lady Zelda (love
her). Lisbeth heads south with the Sleeping Knights army along with a surprising companion. Rhea
makes some soul-changing decisions and surprisingly, becomes one of my favorites (I've had a
love/hate relationship with her throughout this entire series). King Gareth becomes the King he
needs to be and | love him for it. And Raven meets an unexpected ally and | can’t get enough of this
new duo! We also have Roan, Grey and Jai and we can’t forget another favorite... Gwen! Oh my! So
many characters and so many amazing storylines.And did | mention dragons? | have never loved

dragons more than in this story!But... David does throw in some heartbreak as well. Of course! I'm



not sure I've ever read any of his books without tears. Some happy tears, some very sad tears! He
always seems to give me an emotional rollercoaster of feels. Deathmarked is no exception. That
ending!!l was truly blown away at the depth of this remarkable epic fantasy. If you like fantasy, you
will love this entire Fatemarked series. I'm on pins and needles waiting for the final book,

Lifemarked!

So | thought this was the last one! Now | will have to try to be patient for the next installment. | am

loving this series. No surprise, David Estes is one of my favorite dystopian writers and now this epic
fantasy is wonderful. Same good writing, same sense of humor, same lovely flawed characters, so |
give this one five stars. Some swearing (though made up swear words) and implied sexual content,

there is loads of violence (its fantasy good versus evil kind of stuff). | can recommend for teens and

up.

For me, the difference between a pretty good book and a really excellent one is whether | know
before | finish it that | will want to re-read it again. | really am hooked by this entire series and Book
4 remains exceptional. Usually when an author has multiple characters/plot lines going on and skips
from one to the other, | get a bit frustrated. However each major character is so well defined and
has become so interesting to me, that | don’t really mind the change over because the book is now
going to reveal more of someone else | care about. This is amazing to me! David Estes, | don’t
mean to rush you, but | am certainly looking forward to Book 5. Thank you again for the individual
character developments at the end of each book. | can’t believe you include those for free instead of
having ‘companion’ stories as so many authors do. That irks me, quite honestly, so | truly do

appreciate those elaborations being included at the end.

I've read the entire series (in about two weeks actually it's just that good!), | love the characters and
this world David Estes as built, it's truly wonderful, this is definitely as series worth the read! | also
love (and | forgot to mention this in other reviews) that after every book several short stories are
included that are from the point of views of several other characters we otherwise wouldn’t get to
hear from (still third person just their story from their point of view). Again this series is SO WELL
WRITTEN! It's hard to binge read a lot of series for me, because often an author will forget details
about a character and there are inconsistencies (which is expected they are often written a year or
more apart), but with this series | never found myself saying "nope that’s not how that went in the

first book™ or "nope that’s not their hair color” as silly as it seems that is a pet peeve of mine - | don’t



get those with these books! He truly knows his characters inside and out. You will not regret reading

this series only that the fifth book isn’t out yet!

So he says by the end of the year. | hope so. It's a great series and | can’t wait to get my hands on
the last book. | was hooked the minute | started reading. Seriously, it's a great series, you won’'t be

disappointed.
This is an awesome series. | can’t wait for the next and final book to come out. Amazing book series
| absolutely loved this series. Finished this one in two days. Now | can’t wait for the next one, and

sad that | have to wait!!!l AfA A A A EceA A
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